
Day 19 Wednesday March 18 Romans 12:11 
Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual fervor, serving 

the Lord.  勤谨不可懒惰、热心不可冷淡、应当如此服事主。 

Why do we need such an exhortation? I think we all know how easy 
it is to ‘be lacking in zeal’ and to not have spiritual fervor (passion, 
intensity, enthusiasm).  We have times in which we get a fire under 
us but because we live in this world full of comfort, pleasure, and 
ease we tend to be drawn to these. A more literal translation of the 
verse is: not lagging behind in diligence, fervent in spirit, serving the 
Lord (NAS). The ‘fervent’ word is a present tense word which means 
it should be on-going. But it is NOT just in a passionate feeling but in 
“serving the Lord.” True zeal, passion, intensity - takes action! It is 
fine to get caught up in an enthusiastic type of worship but if our 
feelings are all that are affected then we are still lacking in zeal – we 
are slothful, lagging, or lazy concerning our zeal for the Lord. Paul 
reminded Timothy to “Kindle afresh/fan into flames” the gift of God 
that was within him (2 Tim. 1:6). Think about the example of 
Phinehas (Num. 25:8-13) who helped stop a plague that had broken 
out among the Israelites when he speared a man & a Midianite 
woman who were flaunting their rebellion against the Lord. Think 
about someone like William Carey who labored in India for decades 
and little-by-little produced translations of the Scriptures in many 
languages in spite of VERY trying circumstances. What is produced 
by one’s life is what shows our true spiritual fervor. Spend some time 
meditating on this verse and then ask the Lord to evaluate your 
current temperature – your zeal for Him. 
QUOTE: “Sacrifice is the ecstasy of giving the best we have to the 
One we love most.” J. Oswald Sanders 
PRAYER: Roger & Shirley Brown served for three decades in Kenya 
helping many workers in God’s kingdom through counseling and 
medical care. They have transitioned back to the U.S. but continue 
their work and still need support. Pray for churches and people to 
stand behind them. Pray for a good place to live near one of their 
daughters in St. Louis. Thank the Lord for their years of zeal for Him. 
SONG: Ask ye what great thing I know 
Ask ye what great thing I know that delights and stirs me so? 
What the high reward I win? Whose the name I glory in? 
Jesus Christ, the Crucified. 
2 Who defeats my fiercest foes? Who consoles my saddest woes? 
Who revives my waiting heart, healing all its hidden smart? 
Jesus Christ, the Crucified. 
3 Who is life in life to me? Who the death of death will be? 
Who will place me on His right with the countless hosts of light? 
Jesus Christ, the Crucified. 4 This is that great thing I know; this 
delights and stirs me so: faith in Him who died to save, Him who 
triumphed o'er the grave, Jesus Christ, the Crucified. 

Day 20 Thursday March 19 Romans 12:12 
Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer. 

在盼望中要喜乐，在患难中要坚忍，祷告要恒切。 

The NASB captures the present tense action of the verbs: Rejoicing in hope, 
persevering in tribulation, devoted to prayer. As we are “serving the Lord” with 
zeal (v. 11), we do so NOT gritting our teeth like it is an unwelcome chore but 
rather while “rejoicing with hope!” Joyful hope in our glorious Lord Jesus should 
permeate all that we do. It is a sure/firm and secure hope (Heb. 6:19) like an 
anchor that keeps on holding even during affliction/tribulation. Our first response 
to affliction or tribulation is to ask God to take it away…IMMEDIATELY but we 
are to be patient and persevering despite difficulties that we face. God is at work 
in us through those trials (James 1:3-4). The best way to persevere or have 
patience?  Through faithful prayer! Spending time with our loving Lord in 
conversation, listening, waiting, worship, and enjoying His presence helps us 
experience that joyful hope and gives us the strength to be patient in affliction. 
We are to keep on rejoicing in hope until He returns who is our “blessed hope” 
(Titus 2:13). Our hope should not be to escape tribulation but to persevere 
through it while experiencing His grace, peace, and presence (see John 16:33). 
Let the words of Romans 12:12 ring over and over in your heart and mind. Spend 
time meditating upon these glorious instructions and then ask the Lord to make 
you into the faithful follower who exhibits them daily. 
 
QUOTE: “Faith enables the believing soul to treat the future as present and the 
invisible as seen.”  “There is no conceivable situation that it is not safe to trust in 
God.” J. Oswald Sanders 
 
PRAYER: Praise the Lord that Lina L. is now walking (sometimes 
with a cane) and the cancer treatment has been blessed by God. Her 
diabetes is gone as well!  Thank the Lord for enabling her to 
persevere through difficulty and helping her be faithful in prayer! 
 
SONG: I have a shelter in the storm 
I have a shelter in the storm, When troubles pour upon me 
Though fears are rising like a flood, My soul can rest securely 
O Jesus, I will hide in You, My place of peace and solace 
No trial is deeper than Your love, That comforts all my sorrows 
2. I have a shelter in the storm, When all my sins accuse me 
Though justice charges me with guilt, Your grace will not refuse me 
O Jesus, I will hide in You, Who bore my condemnation 
I find my refuge in Your wounds, For there I find salvation 
3. I have a shelter in the storm, When constant winds would break me. 
For in my weakness, I have learned, Your strength will not forsake me 
O Jesus, I will hide in You, The One who bears my burdens 
With faithful hands that cannot fail, You’ll bring me home to heaven 
Music and words by Steve & Vikki Cook and Bob Kauflin. © 2008 Integrity's 
Hosanna! Music/Sovereign Grace Worship used by permission CCLI #377598 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-Z0UyvEhVu8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MCxhyiXQO9M


Day 21 Friday March 20 Romans 12:13 
Share with God’s people who are in need. Practice hospitality. 
(NIV)  Contribute to the needs of the saints and seek to show 

hospitality (ESV). 圣徒有缺乏的，就要接济；客旅要热诚地款待。 

There are more verses from this passage that we should memorize 
but we’ll stop with this one.  These are VERY important practices to 
make sure that we are doing. The word for ‘share’ is a verb that 
includes the word koinonia (fellowship) so it is MORE THAN just 
giving a little bit to a Christian brother or sister who is in need but 
rather, fellowshipping with them in their need! Both verbs 
(sharing/contributing and showing/practicing) are present tense 
verbs which tells us these are to be continuing habits of our lives. A 
one-time contribution or a one-time opening of the home is NOT 
adequate. When we are encountering affliction/tribulation (v. 12), the 
natural thing to do is to turn inward and make sure we take care of 
our needs FIRST. But God’s word tells us to turn our attention 
OUTWARD and to be SEEKING/PURSUING/HUNTING DOWN the 
opportunity to show “love for strangers” (philo=to love, xenos = 
strangers). The early church was made up of many very poor people 
and slaves who had needs. Traveling church planters like Paul would 
have been hindered greatly if people had not opened their home to 
host him and the others who were proclaiming Christ. Our Lord told 
us that when we give a dinner/feast to invite the poor, the crippled, 
the lame, the blind who cannot repay us and “you will be blessed.” 
(Luke 14:13-14) When you open your home and share with those in 
need, you can then truly have fellowship with them. Then, when you 
are in need, others will open their lives to you as well. Ask the Lord 
who might be in need around you?  When might He be asking you to 
open your home and life to others? 
QUOTE: “Entertaining says, ‘I want to impress you with my home, 
my clever decorating, my gourmet cooking.’ Hospitality says, ‘This 
home is a gift from my Master. I use it as He desires…’ Hospitality 
aims to serve.”  Karen Maines 
PRAYER: Praise the Lord for those among us who open their homes 
for Bible study, fellowship, places for others to stay, and meals. Pray 
that we’d be a church that truly practices Romans 12:13 
 
SONG: Abba Father 
Abba Father, let me be, Yours and Yours alone  
May my will forever be ever more Your own 
Never let my heart grow cold 
Never let me go 
Abba father, let me be 
Yours and Yours alone 
Dave Billbrough ©1977 Thankyou Music used by permission CCLI#377598 

 
 

Day 22 Saturday March 21 2 Cor. 7:10  
Godly sorrow brings repentance that leads to salvation and leaves no 

regret, but worldly sorrow brings death.  因为依照 神的意思而有的忧伤，

可以生出没有懊悔的悔改，以致得救；世俗的忧伤却会招致死亡。 

Then NLT offers a more descriptive, expanded version: For the kind of sorrow 
God wants us to experience leads us away from sin and results in salvation. 
There’s no regret for that kind of sorrow. But worldly sorrow, which lacks 
repentance, results in spiritual death.  Paul wrote this to the Corinthian 
believers after an earlier letter by him had rebuked them in their behavior and 
they had been very hurt by it. However, it caused good fruit to come forth like 
a parent having to discipline a child. This verse is a good description of what 
true repentance is to be in our lives. It effects a CHANGE.  We turn AWAY 
from sin and TO God’s way. It causes us to sorrow over our sin to the point of 
turning from it. He goes on in verse 11 See what this godly sorrow has 
produced in you: what earnestness, what eagerness to clear yourselves, what 
indignation, what alarm, what longing, what concern, what readiness to see 
justice done.  On the other hand, worldly sorrow is like Judas – feeling bad 
about what we’ve done but not turning from it. Remorse but not repentance.  
Judas, after he felt sorrow over his sin, went out and hung himself. Peter, after 
his sinful denial, bitterly wept but returned to Jesus. Many people who have 
been caught in their sin have also committed suicide rather than owning up to 
what they have done and committing themselves to repenting from it. True 
Christian living is a life of repentance. As we seek to draw closer to Jesus, 
we are ever learning how much we still fall short of His glory. Those who are 
the most sensitive to the Holy Spirit’s convicting work are the ones who 
continue to grow most into the likeness of Jesus as they incorporate true 
repentance.  Which type of sorrow has been characterizing your life lately?  
Meditate upon this convicting verse.  
QUOTE: “God will take nine steps toward us, but He will not take the 
tenth. He will incline (our hearts) to repent, but He cannot do our 
repenting for us.” A.W. Tozer 
PRAYER: Pray today for our students who have had their semester 
radically altered by the coronavirus: Colby, Audrey, Johnny, Holly, 
Jordan, Susana, Alex and more. Pray that they can persevere 
through whatever they will need to do to finish well.  
SONG: REFINER’S FIRE 
Purify my heart, Let me be as gold and precious silver 
Purify my heart, let me be as gold, pure gold 
Refiner's fire, my heart's one desire is to be holy,  
Set apart for You Lord.  I choose to be holy 
Set apart for you my master, ready to do your will. 
Purify my heart, cleanse me from within and make me holy. 
Purify my heart, cleanse me from my sin, deep within 
©1990 Mercy / Vineyard Publishing Words and Music by Brian Doerksen used by permission CCLI 
# 377598 

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G6VhJ0ZxE9Q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=idA6fCAHVzs


SUNDAY MARCH 22 
Enjoy some time reviewing last week’s verses. Meditate afresh upon 
them! 
Romans 12:9  Love must be sincere. Abhor what is evil; cling to 

what is good.  爱人不可虚假、恶要厌恶、善要亲近。 

 
Romans 12:10  Be devoted to one another in brotherly love. 

Honor one another above yourselves. 应当相爱如弟兄、彼此尊

敬。 

 
Romans 12:11  Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual 

fervor, serving the Lord.  勤谨不可懒惰、热心不可冷淡、应当

如此服事主。 

 
Romans 12:12  Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in 

prayer.  在盼望中要喜乐，在患难中要坚忍，祷告要恒切。 

 
Romans 12:13 Share with God’s people who are in need. 
Practice hospitality. (NIV)  Contribute to the needs of the saints 

and seek to show hospitality (ESV). 圣徒有缺乏的，就要接济；客旅

要热诚地款待。 

 
2 Cor. 7:10  Godly sorrow brings repentance that leads to 
salvation and leaves no regret, but worldly sorrow brings death.  

因为依照 神的意思而有的忧伤，可以生出没有懊悔的悔改，以致得

救；世俗的忧伤却会招致死亡。 

SONG: OFFERING 
The sun cannot compare to the glory of Your love 
There is no shadow in Your Presence 
No mortal man would dare to stand before Your throne 
Before the Holy One of heaven 
It's only  by Your Blood and it's only through you mercy, Lord, I come 
(Chorus) I bring an offering of worship to my King  
No one on earth deserves the praises that I sing 
Jesus, may You receive the honor that You're due 
O Lord I bring an offering to You,   O Lord 
I bring an offering to You 
2.We gladly lift our voice and give to You our praise, 
Awed by the radiance of Your glory. 
We bow in humble adoration of Your name, 
Jesus the King who reigns forever.   
It's only  by Your Blood and it's only through you mercy 
Lord, I come  (to chorus) 
Verse 1 & Chorus by Paul Baloche 2003 Integrity's Hosanna! Music 
CCLI Song #: 3956562 Used by permission CCLI #377598 

Day 23 Monday March 23 Ephesians 5:15-16 
Be very careful, then, how you live—not as unwise but as wise, making the 

most of every opportunity, because the days are evil. 所以，你们行事为人要

谨慎，不要像愚昧人，却要像聪明人。 16 要把握时机，因为这时代邪恶。 

Living life according to God’s loving instructions requires careful diligence. It 
does not happen by accident but must be aimed for, planned, and prayed into 
our lives. When we live unwisely, we merely make our way through each day 
with little care for the glory of God and the lifting up of Jesus. We are given 
each day by God – they are not promised to us. We never know how many 
more we will have. Beyond that, we live in days that “are evil” and we can easily 
say this just as Paul said it nearly 2,000 years ago. We are not always so aware 
of this evil, but it wants to suck us into its way of living, thinking, doing, and 
valuing. A literal translation of v. 15: “Keep on looking carefully as to how you 
are walking…”  You would be foolish to cross a busy street without looking and 
we are foolish if we do are not continually paying attention (present tense 
command) to our walk/living. In this section of Ephesians, Paul is contrasting 
light and darkness. The Ephesian believers lived in a city full of idolatrous 
worship that included temple prostitution (male & female). Imagine the evil that 
was inspired by worshipping & practicing things that were an abomination to 
God! Sound like today? We need to be carefully evaluating all that we say, do, 
look at, & think on. We need to ask the Lord – is this of Your light or is it of the 
darkness?  Beyond that, we need to see every day, every event as an 
opportunity to bring honor to Jesus. To make our daily, hourly, minute-by-minute 
living as an “Offering” (yesterday’s song) to our loving Master.  Meditate upon 
these verses. 
QUOTE: “Your life is not a series of random events. Your family background, 
education, and life experiences—even the most painful ones—all equip you to 
do some work that no one else can do (Eph 2.10).”  Tim Keller 
PRAYER: Kevin & Lydia Kimble work in Taiwan. They really are examples of 
people who make the most of every opportunity even when circumstances are 
difficult. Continue to pray for Kevin & daughter, Melissa, as they both recover 
from detached retinas. Pray for continual fruit from to come from the seminary 
teaching, the church discipleship, and the many other ways the Kimbles are 
ministering. Thank the Lord for their lives.  
 
SONG: Now I belong to Jesus  
Jesus, my Lord will love me forever, From Him no pow'r of evil can 
sever, He gave His life to ransom my soul; Now I belong to Him;  
(Chorus) Now I belong to Jesus, Jesus belongs to me,  

Not for the years of time alone, But for eternity.  
 2. Once I was lost in sin's degradation,  Jesus came down to bring 
me salvation, Lifted me up from sorrow and shame,  
Now I belong to Him;  
 3. Joy floods my soul for Jesus has saved me,  
Freed me from sin that long had enslaved me  
His precious blood, He came to redeem, Now I belong to Him; 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fnp7aKTAlUQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iPGmFYhRyrU

